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Recommended Book List for a deeper understanding 
of the world 

 

 

1. HISTORICAL AND POLITICAL STUDIES 

 The Oxford History of India by Vincent Smith  

o Context: A detailed account of Indian history from ancient times to the British Raj. 

o Theme: Indian History. 

 Pakistan: The Formative Phase 1857-1948 by Khalid B. Sayeed  

o Context: Exploration of Pakistan's political evolution. 

o Theme: South Asian Politics and History. 

 Pakistan: Nagozeer Tha by Syed Hasan Riaz  

o Context: An in-depth study of the creation of Pakistan. 

o Theme: Partition and Independence. 

 Pakistan: The Heart of Asia by Liaquat Ali Khan  

o Context: Pakistan’s geopolitical significance. 

o Theme: International Relations. 

 Party Politics in Pakistan, 1947-58 by K. K. Aziz  

o Context: Examination of the early political dynamics in Pakistan. 

o Theme: Political Science. 

 Pathway to Pakistan by Ch. Khaliquzzaman  

o Context: Memoirs of a leader involved in Pakistan’s formation. 

o Theme: Political History. 

 Political System of Pakistan by Khalid B. Sayeed  

o Context: Analysis of Pakistan's political structure. 

o Theme: Political Systems. 
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 Quaid-e-Azam Jinnah: The Story of a Nation by G. Allana  

o Context: Biography of Muhammad Ali Jinnah. 

o Theme: Leadership and Nationalism. 

 My Leader by Ziauddin Ahmed Suleri  

o Context: Personal reflections on Jinnah. 

o Theme: Biography. 

 The Rise and Fall of Great Powers by Paul Kennedy  

o Context: Examines the rise and decline of major powers in history. 

o Theme: Global History and Economics. 

 The Struggle for Pakistan by I. H. Qureshi  

o Context: The challenges faced by Pakistan post-independence. 

o Theme: Nationalism and State Formation. 

Recommended Book List -1 

 Emergence of Pakistan by Ch. Muhammad Ali  

o Context: Analysis of the political events leading to Pakistan’s creation. 

o Theme: Independence Movements. 

 Foundations of Pakistan by Sharifuddin Pirzada  

o Context: Legal and constitutional history of Pakistan. 

o Theme: Constitutional Law. 

 History of Freedom Movement by I.H. Qureshi  

o Context: The Indian independence movement. 

o Theme: Nationalist Movements. 

 The History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire by Edward Gibbon  

o Context: A comprehensive study of the fall of the Roman Empire. 

o Theme: Ancient History. 

 French Revolution: A History by Thomas Carlyle  

o Context: A dramatic account of the French Revolution. 

o Theme: Revolutionary Movements. 

 The Men Who Ruled India by Philip Mason  

o Context: The history of British colonial administration in India. 

o Theme: Colonial History. 

o  
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2. LITERATURE AND PHILOSOPHY 

 Paradise Lost by John Milton  

o Context: An epic poem on the biblical story of the Fall of Man. 

o Theme: Religion and Literature. 

 Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen  

o Context: A classic novel about manners, marriage, and morality in 19th-century England. 

o Theme: Social Commentary and Romance. 

 Pickwick Papers by Charles Dickens  

o Context: A humorous portrayal of English life. 

o Theme: Satire and Social Critique. 

 Sense and Sensibility by Jane Austen  

o Context: The contrasting lives of two sisters. 

o Theme: Romance and Society. 

 Robinson Crusoe by Daniel Defoe  

o Context: An adventure novel about survival and self-sufficiency. 

o Theme: Human Endurance and Adventure. 

 Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare  

o Context: A tragic love story. 

o Theme: Love and Conflict. 

Recommended Book List -2 

 Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam translated by Edward FitzGerald  

o Context: A collection of Persian quatrains. 

o Theme: Philosophy and Poetry. 

 The Social Contract by Jean-Jacques Rousseau  

o Context: Philosophical treatise on political governance. 

o Theme: Political Philosophy. 

 Republic by Plato  

o Context: Dialogues on justice and the ideal state. 

o Theme: Political Philosophy. 

 Resolution and Independence by William Wordsworth  

o Context: A poem reflecting on human resilience. 

o Theme: Nature and Solitude. 

 Roads to Freedom by Bertrand Russell  
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o Context: Essays on socialism, anarchism, and syndicalism. 

o Theme: Political Philosophy. 

 Sohrab and Rustam by Matthew Arnold  

o Context: A tragic Persian epic poem. 

o Theme: Heroism and Tragedy. 

 Faust by Johann Wolfgang von Goethe 

Recommended Book List -3 

 Context: A dramatic work exploring human desire and redemption. 

 Theme: Morality and Redemption. 

 Kubla Khan by S.T. Coleridge  

o Context: A visionary poem reflecting on the power of imagination. 

o Theme: Imagination and Nature. 

 The Divine Comedy by Dante Alighieri  

o Context: A narrative poem about the journey through Hell, Purgatory, and Paradise. 

o Theme: Spiritual Journey. 

 Don Quixote by Miguel de Cervantes  

o Context: A satire on chivalric traditions. 

o Theme: Reality vs. Illusion. 

 Hamlet by William Shakespeare  

o Context: A tragedy about revenge and madness. 

o Theme: Tragedy and Human Nature. 

 Gitanjali by Rabindranath Tagore  

o Context: A collection of devotional poems. 

o Theme: Spirituality and Devotion. 

 Gulliver's Travels by Jonathan Swift  

o Context: A satirical novel critiquing human nature and society. 

o Theme: Satire and Exploration. 

 Great Expectations by Charles Dickens  

o Context: A novel about an orphan's moral and psychological growth. 

o Theme: Social Class and Personal Growth. 

 Gone with the Wind by Margaret Mitchell  

o Context: A historical novel set during the American Civil War. 

o Theme: War and Society. 
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 Higher Than Hopes: The Authorized Biography of Nelson Mandela  

o Context: Biography of the South African leader. 

o Theme: Leadership and Social Justice. 

 A History of God by Karen Armstrong  

o Context: The history of the concept of God in major world religions. 

o Theme: Comparative Religion. 

3. PHILOSOPHICAL AND RELIGIOUS THOUGHT 

 The Reconstruction of Religious Thought in Islam by Muhammad Iqbal  

o Context: Philosophical essays on modern Islamic thought. 

o Theme: Religious Philosophy. 

 Payam-e-Mashriq by Allama Iqbal  

o Context: A collection of philosophical poems. 

o Theme: Eastern Philosophy. 

 Jawab-e-Shikwah by Allama Iqbal  

o Context: A response to his earlier work, Shikwah. 

o Theme: Divine Justice. 

 Javaid Nama by Allama Iqbal  

o Context: A philosophical poem on the soul's journey. 

o Theme: Spiritual Enlightenment. 

 Tafhim ul Quran by Syed Abul ala Maudoodi  

o Context: A commentary on the Quran. 

o Theme: Islamic Theology. 

 Mugaddamah by Ibn Khaldun  

o Context: A pioneering work in sociology and historiography. 

o Theme: Social and Historical Analysis. 

 The Life Divine by Sri Aurobindo  

o Context: A philosophical treatise on spiritual evolution. 

o Theme: Spiritual Philosophy. 

 The State and Revolution by Vladimir Lenin  

o Context: Lenin's writings on Marxist theory and practice. 

o Theme: Revolutionary Politics. 

 Kitab al Shifa by Ibn Sina  

o Context: A comprehensive book on philosophy and medicine. 
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o Theme: Science and Philosophy. 

o  

4. BIOGRAPHICAL WORKS 

 Jinnah as I Knew Him by Abdul Hassan Isphani  

o Context: Personal memories of Muhammad Ali Jinnah. 

o Theme: Leadership and Politics. 

 Jinnah of Pakistan by Stanley Wolpert  

o Context: A biography of Pakistan's founder. 

o Theme: Leadership and Nationalism. 

 Jinnah, Creator of Pakistan by Hector Bolitho  

o Context: A detailed account of Jinnah’s life. 

o Theme: Biography. 

 Daughter of the East by Benazir Bhutto  

o Context: Autobiography of the first female Prime Minister of Pakistan. 

o Theme: Politics and Leadership. 

 My Frozen Turbulence in Kashmir by Jagmohan  

o Context: The political situation in Kashmir. 

o Theme: Conflict and Governance. 

 Mission with Mountbatten by Alan Campbell Johnson  

o Context: The last Viceroy’s role in India’s independence. 

o Theme: Decolonization. 

 The Myth of Independence by Zulfikar Ali Bhutto  

o Context: A critique of Pakistan's foreign policy. 

o Theme: International Relations. 

 Friends Not Masters by Ayub Khan  

o Context: Memoirs of Pakistan’s former President. 

o Theme: Political Leadership. 

 With the Quaid-i-Azam During His Last Days by Ilahi Bux  

o Context: A personal account of Jinnah's final days. 

o Theme: Biography. 
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5. MISCELLANEOUS BUT NOTEWORTHY 

 Saint Joan: A Play by George Bernard Shaw  

o Context: A play about the life of Joan of Arc. 

o Theme: Heroism and Martyrdom. 

 The Jungle Book by Rudyard Kipling  

o Context: A collection of stories about a boy raised in the jungle. 

o Theme: Adventure and Nature. 

 Mirat-ul-Aroos by Nazir Ahmed  

o Context: A novel depicting the lives of two sisters. 

o Theme: Social Reform. 

 Mussaddas-i-Hali by Altaf Hussain Hali  

o Context: A poetic work reflecting on the decline of Muslims in India. 

o Theme: Social and Moral Decline. 

 Naqsh-e-Faryadi by Faiz Ahmed Faiz  

o Context: A collection of revolutionary poetry. 

o Theme: Social Justice. 

 Angan by Khadija Mastoor  

o Context: A novel depicting pre-partition India. 

o Theme: Family and Society. 

 Khusboo by Parveen Shakir  

o Context: A collection of romantic poetry. 

o Theme: Love and Emotion. 

 Shahnama by Firdausi  

o Context: An epic poem about the history of Persia. 

o Theme: Heroic Literature. 

 Shahnama-i-Islam by Hafeez Jalandri  

o Context: A poetic recounting of Islamic history. 

o Theme: Islamic Heritage. 
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